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Persicaria mitis Gilibert ( Polygonum Persicaria L.) distributed widely in Europe 
and America, is found in Japan too. And a variety of the species, P. mitis var. 
hirticaulis (Danser) Hara et I. Ito l \ also occurs in Japan, as Danser noted in his 
original description. This variety flowers from August till October, and according 
to Danser, it is widely extending into the tropical region of Asia. The writer 
examined pretty many specimens of this variety from Japan, Korea, and China, 
in the Herbarium of the University of Tokyo. 
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Botrychium nipponicum Makino? 
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1) Persicaria mitis Gilibert var. hirticaulis (Danser) Hara et I. Ito, stat. nov. 
—Polygonum Persicaria Linn. Subsp. hirticaule Danser in Bull. Jard. Bot. 
Buitenz. ser. 3, 8: 184 (1927). 
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According to my observation during a long cultivation, I camk to the con¬ 
clusion that Botrychium nipponicum Makino (in Journ. Jap. Bot. 1: 5, 1916) should 
merely be an extreme lorm of B. japonicum Underw. 

Although Mr. TV Namegata regards B. nipponicum as a distinct species akin 
to B. ternatum Sw. (in this Journal 30: 190, 1955, in Japanese), species of the ge¬ 
nus at least in Japan are fairly variable morphologically. So far as my experience 
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goes, the degree of latericious colour of B. nipponicum in winter seems to be a 
matter of individual variation and merges into dark green fronds with a brick-red 
tint on the margin in B. japonicum. This hibernal coloration may well be com-: 
pared with that of Cryptomeria japonica or Chamaecyparis spp. which is a well 
known phenomenon in cooler region in Japan. In the case of these gymnosper- 
mous plants, leaves turn brownish or latericious colour, in a variety ol tones, in 
winter and become deep green again when spring comes. This is also the case in 
Botrychium in question, and, therefore, the characteristic colour of B. nipponicum 
is most likely considered to be an extreme tint in winter. Thus B. nipponicum 
deserves at most “forma,” I think. . . ,' ■ 
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Toshird OMURA: Bra¬ 
chypodium distachyon 
a new naturalized grass, 
found at Shimidzu, 
Honshu. 
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